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 ■ Children who speak little or no German fi rst learn German together in DaZ 
(German as a Second Language) classes

 ■ Learning German is important to manage everyday life effectively and 
to succeed in school 

 ■ Please, consider that schools may have slightly different DaZ classes
 ■ Please ask your school for the DaZ stages

Children learn German together in 
a preparatory class (VK)

DaZ 1st stage

Partial integration: 
Children attend the preparatory class 
for some hours and also learn in regular 
classes, typically, in subjects such as art, 
physical education, and music. Gradually, 
more subjects and lessons are added

DaZ 2nd stage

Full integration: 
Children participate in regular classes and 
only attend DaZ lessons for a few hours

DaZ 3rd stage

1.3 DaZ classes (German as a second language)
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■■ From 3rd  grade onwards, the primary school offers counseling sessions for parents
■■ Together with the teachers, the learning behavior, strengths and weaknesses,  

current grades, and potential of the child are discussed
■■ Parents can discuss their child‘s future school career, express wishes and concerns  

and make arrangements
■■ The conversation helps you and the teachers to get a unified understanding of the child
■■ Please attend parent appointments regularly, it is important for you and your child
■■ Content of the conversation:

■■ In the first semester of the 4th grade, your child will receive an educational recommendation
■■ The primary school will provide an assessment of whether your child should attend  

a secondary school or a Gymnasium (high school/ grammar school)
■■ If your child learns quickly and receives/ gets good grades, he or she may attend a Gymnasium
■■ Does your child need a little more time to learn and support or does he or she have good 

practical skills? → A secondary school can be a good place to learn
■■ Both types of schools offer good opportunities for your child
■■ Please choose the type of school recommended to you and register your child  

at the new school yourself
■■ Bring the following with you for enrollment/ registration:  

enrollment/ registration form, educational recommendation and your child’s certificates

1.4 Transition to Secondary Schools: 			    
      School Career Advice & Educational recommendation

The primary school is coming to an end. What happens next?

��How does your child learn?
��What abilities does your child have?

7How school works in Saxony

School Career Advice

Educational recommendation



■■ Education is compulsory in Germany
■■ Children must attend school lessons
■■ Children have the right to go to school (right to education) and to be supported  

with any learning difficulties
■■ In Saxony, school attendance is generally compulsory for a young person until the age of 18

■■ Physical education (sports) and swimming lessons
■■ School trips, project days etc.
■■ To do one`s homework

2 Rights & Obligations
2.1 Compulsory school attendance

What does compulsory education include?

■■ Grades 1 to 4  
	 in primary school

■■ Followed by Oberschule  
	 (secondary school) or  
	 Gymnasium (grammar school)

Compulsory full-time  
schooling

Compulsory vocational  
education

Lasts for 9 years Compulsury vocational 
education begins after the  
9th grade and ends by  
the age of 18

Young people start 
(vocational) training or 
continue with school
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■■ If your child is absent without excuse, it constitutes a violation of compulsory school attendance
■■ Without a written excuse, e.g. medical/health certificate, the school can report your  

child‘s absence to the school administration office 
■■ Unexcused absences are considered an administrative offense
■■ This can result in a fine (which parents are responsible for paying) and  

will also be reported to the Youth Welfare Office
■■ Children from the age of 14 are legally responsible and can be held accountable  

for their actions (e.g. fines or community service)

■■ It is your responsibility to inform the school office before 7:30 a.m.
■■ Provide the following information: your name, your child‘s name,  

class and the duration of the illness
■■ After recovery, submit a written excuse from your child to the school

For short-term illness (1-3 days):

■■ Take your child to the doctor
■■ From the 6th day onwards, a sick note/ health certificate from the doctor is mandatory
■■ Submit the medical/ health certificate to the school
■■ Is your child still too sick for physical education lessons?  

You get a sports exemption from your doctor if needed

For long-term illness:

Please note: The rules are different at each school. Please be sure to check  
the specific rules at your school.

2.2 Dealing with times absent
What happens if your child is absent without an excuse?

2.3 Sick leave notification and exemptions from school
Absence due to illness
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 ■ Only on important occasions (weddings, appointments with authorities or doctors, funerals)
 ■ You must notify and request your child‘s leave of absence in writing and as early 

as possible to the school
 ■ The school decides whether the exemption can be granted

 ■ In Germany, punctuality is very important
 ■ Support your child to always be punctual/ arrive at school on time 

(i.e. 10 minutes before class starts)
 ■ Parents’ signatures, homework, certifi cates and more must always 

be submitted in time (in due time)
 ■ Please also ensure that materials (books, notebooks, clothing) 

are neat and clean

 ■ Attend parents‘ evenings
 ■ Ensure that your child does homework
 ■ Check school materials
 ■ Review your child‘s homework book and the Saxony E-Learning 

platform LernSax (where you can fi nd information from the 
teacher to you and your child’s class)

 ■ Send your child to school with a healthy/ balanced breakfast (break box)
 ■ Remain available in case of emergencies and provide the school with 

your current contact details (please notify any changes to address or 
telephone number immediately)

Leave of Absence/ Exemption

2.4 Punctuality and reliability

Please take care of your child’s school matters!
How can we, as parents, support our children?

In the homework diary, you will 
fi nd a lot of information!
Homework, invitations, notes...
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Send your child to school with a healthy/ balanced breakfast (break box)



3 Organisation & school supplies
3.1 What belongs in a school bag?
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Homework diary Pencil case

Pen

Exercise books 
(with squares and 
lines, for writing)

Spare cartridges

Small ruler, 
max. 20 cm

Textbooks

Sharpened pencils Eraser/ rubberSharpener

Sharpened 
coloured pencils Coloured felt pens Glue Scissors

School bag
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3.2 Equipment for physical education (sports)

3.3 Materials for art lessons/ works

T-shirt Sports trousers

Trainers

Water bottle

Socks
Hair tie or  
hair clipSports bag

Painting smock/ apron
Various water-soluble  

colours
Several brushes  

with different thick bristles Color mixing palette

Scissors Glue
Cloth for cleaning and  

water container
Old newspapers (as a 

protective base for painting)

Art supplies bag:



■■ Food: Provide your child with healthy meals and snacks as well as sufficient water
■■ Schoolbag: In the 1st and 2nd grades you should not use a backpack, but rather a school bag
■■ Check the pencil cases: Check all pens and supplies in the pencil case on a regular basis  

to make sure they are complete and ready to use
■■ Label materials: Label all materials such as notebooks and books to avoid  

confusion or loss
■■ Which notebook or booklet belongs to which subject?  

Notebooks must be labelled for reasons of clarity
■■ Notification of defect books: At the beginning of the school year you must fill out  

the list of defects for borrowed books. If defects are not reported, they must be paid for

■■ Primary school children are looked after in the school care center before lessons  
begin if necessary

■■ Your child then goes to school from the school care when lessons start
■■ After school your child can attend hort aswell/ your child can also go to after-school  

care after class
■■ In Hort children are doing their homework or play/ Children can do their homework or  

play in the after-school care center
■■ If you want your child to visit Hort you have to pay a fee (you can apply for cost absorption) / 

The after-school care center is subject to a fee (you can apply for cost absorption)
■■ Please register directly with the after-school care center

■■ Lunch is offered at school or after school care (Hort)
■■ For lunch, you conclude a paid contract with the meal provider  

(cost absorption is possible)
■■ Usually you pay for school meals once a month to the provider
■■ If your child is ill and cannot attend school, please cancel the meal with the provider 

as soon as possible 
■■ If you miss to cancel school lunch you have to pay for it

3.4 Important information

3.5 After school care (Hort)

3.6 School meals: Lunch at school
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■■ All Children who start school next year must be registered at school by their parents
■■ The registration dates are published in the daycare center and in the official gazette
■■ The children can be registered at school during this specified time. Your child does not 

have to come to this appointment
■■ Please, bring the following documents:

■■ The school entrance examination is a medical examination that is conducted at the start 
of school to check whether your child can go to school

■■ When you register at school, you will receive information about school extermination  
and a QR-Code to apply for an appointment

■■ You must register for the school entrance examination yourself on the health department 
website. Please, take the following steps:

1.	 Select the school where your child was registered
2.	 Select date and time
3.	 Enter your details in the form
4.	 You will receive a confirmation email
5.	 The email contains a link with documents you must download, print out  
	 and bring with you

4.1 Registration process
4 Registration process & school entrance examination

;; Childs birth certificate
;; Parents ID or passport  

	 (power of attorney and copy of ID from 	  
	 the other person with legal custody if only  
	 one parent can go to the registration)

;; Sole custody documents	
;; Vaccination card (proof of 2 measles  

	 vaccinations or proof of antibodies)	
;; Completed registration form  

	 (Download on the school website) 

4.2 School entrance examination

Please make sure to safe the date!
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 � Individual consultations
 �Confl ict management
 � Prevention of bullying
 �Help with psychosocial crises
 �Help with problems at school
 � Support for children in family crises
 � Social skill development: (available upon request)
 � Social training in groups and coaching
 � Each school provides different offers. 

 Please ask your school for more information.

 ■ Social and emotional support:

 �Grades
 � Learning progress
 �Diffi culties

 ■ Your child’s learning progress:

 � Social behaviour in the class
 �Confl ict resolution

 ■ Behavioral issues:

 ■ Parent-teacher consultation days and 
individual discussions:

 � Appointments and preparation
 �Discussion of individual concerns

Registration or 
absence

To arrange 
appointments

Student ID„My child is 
sick.“

Emergency 
contact

Notifi cation: 
new telephone number 

or new address

5.1 Secretary‘s offi ce
5 Contact person at your school

5.2 Class teacher

5.3 School social worker

Secretary‘s 
offi ce
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=  regular meeting of parents an teachers of a class or school at which important topics 
  relating to everyday school life and the development of the children are discussed

Sharing information → You receive important information 
about everyday school life, curricula, upcoming events and 
school developments

Communication → Direct exchange between you and your 
child’s teachers enables open discussions and the clarifi cation 
of questions and concerns

Get involved → Use the opportunity to be an active part of 
school life, you will be part of decision making

Why you shouldn´t miss parents´evening?

Struggling with school? Get support.

 ■ Take advantage of the support services at your school and contact school social workers 
 ■ Caritas, for example, offers support outside of school with their educational and family advice 

center in Delitzsch for children, young people and parents.

6.1 The parents‘ evening
6 Parent Engagement & support

6.2 Help with school issues

Please, take your child’s fi rst signs of school fear seriously and ask for help. The sooner 
your child receives support, the quicker problems can be solved.

nausea

severe fear of school 
and exams

„school is pointless“
caginess

withdraws and often 
wants to be alone

stomach ache or
headache

?

?
?

?

?
?

16 Parent Engagement & support



■■ After the 9th grade
■■ Starting vocational training
■■ Attending vocational school for further qualification 

(example. g. master/ German Meister)
■■ Possible careers: cook, baker, professional driver, 

florist, glassmaker

7.1 School qualifications and opportunities

Secondary school diploma  
(Hauptschulabschluss)

■■ After the 10th grade
■■ Offering a wirde selection of apprenticeships
■■ Possibility to apply for further school education 

(Fachoberschule or Berufliches Gymnasium  
in Saxony)

■■ Possible careers: electronic technician, nurse, 
office manager

Secondary school diploma 
(Realschulabschluss)

7 School diploma & educational paths

■■ Vocational training + German Meister or other vocational training qualification  
→ higher education entrance qualification

■■ Vocational training + relevant professional experience  
→ (subject based) higher education entrance qualification

■■ more information about studying without Abitur: 

7.2 Study opportunities for professionally qualified people

CHECK 
Studienwahl

Welches Studienfach und welche 
Hochschule passen zu mir?

CHECK 
Studienangebot

Welche Studiengänge werden für 
Personen ohne Abitur angeboten?

CHECK 
Qualifikation

Kann ich mit meiner beruflichen  
Qualifikation studieren?
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■■ After the 12th grade of a technical college 
(Fachoberschule)

■■ Studying at a university for applied science
■■ For example: biotechnology, civil engineer,  

financial economist

7.3 Advanced degrees and opportunities

University entrance qualification

■■ Can be compared to A-Level or american  
high school diploma

■■ After the 12th or 13th grade at german grammar 
school (Gymnasium)

■■ Study at universities and colleges
■■ For example: doctor, lawyer, psychologist, architect

Abitur

■■ Young people who have finished Oberschule without a secondary school leaving  
certificate can take part in a one year programme of vocational school with the goal  
to prepare for vocational training

■■ Vocational training preparation includes:

7.4 Vocational training preparation

■■ Do you have any questions or would you like advice about your child’s career and training? 
■■ Contact the career service advisors at your school or the career advice service  

at the Federal Employment Agency. They will provide you with information concerning  
educational paths and vocational training

Full-time school preparing for 
vocational training 
(vocational preparation year/
Berufsvorbereitungsjahr: BVJ)

Classes of pre-vocational 
training measures  
(berufsvorbereitende 
Bildungsmaßnahme: BVB)

Entry-level qualification 
measures (by the federal 
employment agency)
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Notes



Das Projekt wird im Rahmen des Programms „ElternChanceN – mit 
Elternbegleitung Familien stärken“ durch das Bundesministerium für 
Familie, Senioren, Frauen und Jugend und durch die Europäische 
Union über den Europäischen Sozialfonds Plus (ESF Plus) gefördert.
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